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October 28, 2021 
 
 
Dear St. Theresa Families, 
 
The Church's social teaching is a rich treasure of wisdom about building a just society and living 
lives of holiness amidst the challenges of modern society. The 7 Themes of Catholic Social Teaching 
are at the heart of our Catholic social tradition and our Catholic faith. 
 
As Catholics, we have a responsibility to protect our community and those most vulnerable within 
our community. We have a significant number of students and staff with underlying health 
conditions, which makes them more vulnerable to serious illness.   
 
Many emails, phone calls and meetings have occurred with various members of our community in 
order to fully ascertain the concerns and perspectives that are unique to our St. Theresa community 
regarding COVID-19 and the requirement of masks on campus.  Additionally, surveys were 
distributed to all parents and staff in order to gain an overall view of community concerns as a 
whole.  While responses varied greatly, a large majority of St. Theresa families and staff are still 
uncomfortable removing masks while indoors, at least until a vaccine is available to a greater 
population of our student body. Parent survey results can be found HERE and Staff survey results 
can be found HERE. 
 
The American Association of Pediatrics also continues to strongly endorse the use of safe and 
effective infection control procedures to protect children and adolescents during the COVID-19 
pandemic, including the correct and consistent use of a well-fitting face mask.  Continuing to 
require masks while indoors also greatly reduces the number of students who will be required to 
quarantine at home for 10 days, should there be a positive case in their classroom. This keeps more 
students in the classroom where they learn best. 
 
Therefore, St. Theresa will continue to require masks while indoors.  This decision will be re-
evaluated once a vaccine is available for children 5-12 years old.  
 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Fr. Phil Lloyd      Melissa Ilski 
Pastor        Principal 

https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-social-teaching
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nB-LIYAy4vkG1q2c2RLSyNRHN6_9SPYnmG_4pNiW3lo/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hBIwfHLUGu9jLxPNo2xz2sdeGEXJo9Gd/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hBIwfHLUGu9jLxPNo2xz2sdeGEXJo9Gd/view?usp=sharing
https://www.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/cloth-face-coverings/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/effective-masks.html

